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This has been a year of celebration mixed with sadness.  We joined with the country to mark 

Her Majesty the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in June and mourned her death at Balmoral in 

September. Queen Elizabeth was a member of the W.I. for almost 80 years. 

Our village litter pick went ahead in March when we were joined by fellow villagers and 

supported by Suffolk Norse who provided equipment and arranged collection of the 10 bags 

of litter and various other throw aways. Thank you to everyone who supported their 

community and tidying our roadside and verges. Villagers enjoyed meeting up at the village 

hall afterwards to enjoy a bowl of soup and pudding. 

April 2023 marked our Institute’s 75th birthday, celebrated in true WI style!. 

Last May Erica Burrows guided us around the Ipswich Museum. Many had not visited the 

Museum for some time and were delighted to hear Erica’s stories about the history and 

special exhibits.  The museum is to close this autumn for refurbishment which will take a 

number of years before opening its doors to the public again. 

Paula Saward directed a Jubilee Flower Festival over 3 days in St Mary’s church, 

Witnesham with a depiction of the Alice in Wonderland story.  Paula had encouraged many 

local sponsors to participate and advertise the event resulting in a splendid total of £2,500 

raised for St Elizabeth’s Hospice. W.I. members served tea and made cakes contributing a 

rewarding £770 towards the total.  

We had a Girls Night Out for the June Jubilee Meeting with a gluten and dairy free menu.  

Ladies from our village were invited to join us for the party promoting our W.I.  

Bishop and Miller welcomed us to their Auction House in Stowmarket for our July meeting.  

We had a guided tour along with time to browse the displays before tea and biscuits. Several 

unusual sale items were presented to us for our ideas on what they might be used for. We 

guessed most of them! 

Walking trips were enjoyed around Christchurch Park, Aldeburgh and Grundisburgh with the 

obligatory stops for coffee and cake of course! 

November workshops were held, these tutored by our talented members - making a floral 

swag and a felt gift bag.   

We say a huge thank you to Nourye who has been our President through three years of 

difficult times when Covid dictated periods of closure.  She has seen us back to full recovery 

with an activity each month and has arranged a full programme for the year ahead.  

Welcome Rosemary, who will be at the helm the coming year enabling ASW WI to continue 

into the future. 


