
Witnesham Village Recorder report 

2022 saw the village events gradually re-established after 3 years of lockdowns and covid 

restrictions, including the village show. 

Last June we saw the villages celebrate the Platinum Jubilee of Queen Elizabeth II over four 

days with fetes, parties, flower festival and baton relay run.  By September, our Queen had 

died and a week of official mourning began.  Our church was open for quiet reflection and 

this was repeated all over the county, with people able to sign a book of condolences. 

The Boxing Day walk was led by Jerry Hindle with about 50 villagers joining in.  It was 

started in 1976 by Bob Farrow. 

In January 2023 we heard of embezzlement at the Moon and Mushroom by the manager, who 

fled with takings and the landlady’s car.  New managers have now taken over and the pub 

seems to be thriving once again.   

 

Also in January 2023 there was a significant flood at village hall due to frozen pipes meaning 

the hall was shut for several weeks. 

There are at least two planning applications for new houses lodged with East Suffolk Council 

which combined will mean possibly another 50 houses being built in the village. 

There are individual celebrations being planned for the Coronation in May and we’re excited 

to hear that Ralph Tollemache, son of Lord and Lady Tollemache of Helmingham Hall is a 

pageboy to King Charles at his Coronation.  The Tollemache family took part in the Jubilee 

baton relay last year organized by Steve Henley. 

The Church registers show that there were two baptisms in 2022/23, two weddings and 7 

funerals, the latter all being parishioners in their 80s and 90s.  We also noted with sadness 

the death of Nick Stanley in January 2023.   

The village archives are lodged in the cupboard here in the village hall.  I can only record the 

events that come to my attention and therefore I would ask that all village organizers drop 

me a line about their activities and events to add to the records. 

 

Erica Burrows 
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